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to this image, and give it Divine honours. This is the
beginning of evil, of unreality, fiction and pretence;
of belief in conceptions and inferences, rather than
faith in facts, persons, and experiences. " Thou shalt
not bow down to them nor worship them; for I the
Lord thy God am a jealous God."

Hence Faith in that directive Power which my
understanding figures to me, now as Conscience or
as my Conscience, now as God or as my God, is for
me the one immutable foundation stone of the life of
religion ; or it is the germ, the nucleus, of which every
fruitful growth of that life must be the legitimate and
natural expansion. As the object of that Faith (sc.
God or Conscience) is elusive and difficult, or im-
possible, to formulate mentally, so is Faith itself; and
yet we must try to say what we mean by it, though
the most vigorous Faith, like the deepest compunction,
may be least capable of self-definition, nor do men
live, think, and love any the less for being unable to
agree as to the nature and definition of life, thought,
and love. A collapse of theory leaves things and facts
standing unimpaired.

By Faith, then, I mean, not my assent to any state-
ment about Conscience, or to any definition or con-
ception of its nature, but my deliberately approved or
fostered affection and practical attitude and disposition
in regard to its felt checks or impulses. I may explain
this attitude in my mind as a sense of the absolute
claims of Right; I may speak of Conscience as the
voice of God; I may (and even must) try to construct
a scheme of things that will find room for and explain
this inward experience; but the mental assent I give